
December 2010 

Money Matters School Program (One Hour) 
Pre- and Post-Visit Information 

OVERVIEW: Money Matters is an early financial literacy program targeted at students grades K – 4. The 

program takes place in the exhibit Boston Black: A City Connects, a neighborhood-style setting that explores 
cultures of the African diaspora. During the one-hour Money Matters program, students will: 

Brainstorm the types of jobs people have in a community 

Brainstorm things they need and want to buy, and talk about the differences between the two 

Role-play earning and spending money in the barber shop, corner market, beauty salon, carnival garage, 

restaurant and other environments in the exhibit Boston Black: A City Connects  

Talk about ways members of a community rely on each other for goods and services. 

Meeting the Learning Standards 
The concepts explored in this program are aligned with the following Massachusetts learning standards: 

Vocabulary 
salary  income    savings account  barter  savings    nest egg 

budgeting  investing  taxes  cash  coins           bills 
economics  entrepreneur    investment  stock 

MA STATE FRAMEWORKS
Kindergarten Grade One Grade Two Grade Three Grade Four 
Economics 
7. Use words related to
work, such as jobs,
money, buying and
selling
8. Give examples of
how family members,
friends or
acquaintances use
money directly or
indirectly (e.g. credit
card or check) to buy
things they want.
9. Give examples of
things people buy with
the money they earn.
Mathematics
1.Count by ones to at
least 20
6.Identify US coins by
name

Economics 
9. Give examples of
products (goods) that people
buy and use.
10.Give examples of
services that people do for
each other.
11.Give examples of the
choices people have to make
about the goods and services
they buy (e.g. a new coat,
ties, or a pair of shoes) and
why they have to make
choices (e.g. because they
have a limited amount of
money)

Mathematics 
6.Identify the value of all US
coins and $1, $5, $10, and
$20 bills.
Find the value of a collection
of coins and dollar bills and
different ways to represent
the amount of money up to
$5.  Use appropriate
notation, e.g., 69 cents,
$1.35.

Economics 
8. Give examples of
people in the school and
community who are both
producers and consumers.
9. Explain what buyers and
sellers are and give
examples of goods and
services that are bought
and sold in the community.
Mathematics
6. Identify the value of all
US coins and $1, $5, $10
and $20 bills
Find the value of coins and
dollar bills and different
ways to represent the
amount of money up to $5.
Use appropriate notation,
e.g., 69 cents, $1.35.

Economics 
9. Define specialization in jobs and
businesses and give examples of
specialized businesses in the
community.
10. Define barter, give examples
of bartering (e.g. trading baseball
cards with each other), and explain
how money makes it easier for
people to get things they want.
3.13 Give examples of goods and
services provided by their local
businesses and industries.
3.14 Give examples of tax-
supported facilities and services
provided by their local government,
such as public schools, parks,
recreational facilities, police and
fire departments, and libraries.
Mathematics
10. Select and use appropriate
operations (addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division) to solve
problems, including those involving
money.

Economics 
7. Give examples of
limited and unlimited
resources and explain
how scarcity compels
people and communities
to make choices about
goods and services,
giving up some things to
get other things.
8.Give examples of how
the interaction of buyers
and sellers influences
the prices of goods and
services in markets.
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Program Goals 

 To teach the concepts of earning, spending and saving money 

 To help students start to consider long-term savings goals 

 To understand the importance of team-work in a work setting 

 To help students identify U.S. currency and learn to count out money 

 
Teachers: Before your visit, please divide your class into groups of 5 and assign a chaperone to each group.  
Museum staff will assign groups to the components of the exhibits where they will experience a work shift, and 

will use props to dress for work, and utilize the “tools of their trade.” 
 

Pre-Visit Activities 
1. Have your students complete job applications before they visit, and provide personal references (this 

might become a family homework assignment- sample application attached) 
2. Discuss the value of saving money for a long-term goal.  Have students look through magazines for 

photos of items they would like to own, with approximate prices.  Cut out the photos of the items, or draw 
the items, with the price.  Calculate how long it would take to save up enough money if they were able to 
save $10/ month or $100/month. 

3. Review what your class knows about US currency. Practice handling coins, making change (as appropriate 
to their grade level). 

4. Read some stories (suggested book list attached) about work in the community and the roles of architects, 
bankers, restaurant staff, supermarkets, beauticians, barbers, etc. 

5. Introduce how money is arranged in a cash drawer. 
 

Post-Visit Activities 

1. Invite community workers/parents to your classroom to share what they do. 
2. Choose a job that sounds interesting (refer to want ads in a newspaper if children read well). 

Write/draw what is special about that job. 
3. Ask students to bring in cash register receipts.  Have them arrange them in order of dollars spent. 

4. Take field trips to local businesses. 
5. Begin a chart/number line and add $1 each day (play money is fine).  What could you buy on day 5? 

Day 10?  Day 20? What happens when you wait to buy something?  What happens if you are saving 
for something and your bike gets a flat tire, and you must use some of your savings to replace the tire? 
How do you make spending decisions? 

6. Have older students research some entrepreneurs in the US, and which businesses they founded. 
7. Have students work on the design and menu for their own restaurant, or other business. 
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SUGGESTED BOOKS 

 
Cosby, Bill. Money Troubles 

New York, NY: Scholastic Inc., 1998 
 

Hallinan, P. K. When I Grow Up. 
Nashville, TN: Hambleton-Hill Publishing, Inc., 1995 
 

Hoban, Lillian; Arthur’s Funny Money. 
New York, NY: Scholastic, Inc., 1981 

 
Kraus, Robert. Another Mouse to Feed. 

New York, NY: Simon & Schuster Inc., 1980 
 

Schwartz, David M. If You Made a Million. 
New York, NY: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1989 
 

Spies, Karen Bornemann. Our Money. 
Brookfield, CN: The Millbrook Press, 1992 

 
Viorst, Judith. Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday. 

New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1988 
 

Williams, Karen Lynn.  Galimoto.   
New York, NY: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1991 
 

Williams, Vera B. A Chair for My Motherl New York, NY: Greenwillow 
Books, 1982 

 
Williams, Vera B. Something Special For Me. New York, NY: Greenwillow Books, 1991 

 
Wyler, Rose; and Elting Mary.  Math Fun with Money Puzzlers. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1992. 
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Employment Application 
 
Name of Applicant: _________________________________      Date: ________ 
 
Where would you like to work? Mark one choice: 
 

 Restaurant              Hair Salon              Dance Studio 

 Barber Shop            Costume Design       Market 

 
 
What is your favorite subject in school? ___________________________________ 
 
What do you like to do in your spare time? _______________________________ 
 
Why do you think you would be a good candidate for the jobs you chose above? 
 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Signature of applicant: _______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 




